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DEPARTMENT  OF  GEOGRAPHY          Tel: 01784-443565/443564;       FAX: 01784-472836

Royal Holloway, University of London, Egham, Surrey, TW20  0EX

NERC PhD Studentship available from September, 2010
The Geography Department at Royal Holloway, University of London, invites applications for a NERC-funded PhD studentship with a start date of September 2010.  The successful candidate will receive a full NERC stipend and support funds (for information and regulations concerning NERC PhD studentships, including the current stipend, additional training support and conditions, visit http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/rescareer/rcdu/postgradtrain.htm). The topics available are listed below, but further details concerning each project can be obtained via the departmental web pages (see below).   Candidates should submit a completed on-line college application form (available at http://www.rhul.ac.uk/Registry/admissions/applyonline.html ) together with a summary CV (no more than 2 sides of A4) as an attachment file.  On a separate sheet, specify the title of the individual topic for which you are making application and provide a case of no more than 500 words explaining your preference(s).  The deadline for receipt of applications is Wednesday 17th March, 2010.   Candidates will be selected for interview and we hope to complete the process and inform applicants of the outcome by mid-April, 2010.  Note that preference will be given to candidates who hold, or expect to obtain by September 2010, a Masters degree in an appropriate subject area.  For details about the university, visit http://www.rhul.ac.uk and about the Geography Department,  http://www.gg.rhul.ac.uk . 
In your application please indicate clearly your preference(s) for one or more of the following topics (supervisors named in italics): 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Topic 1:    Changing dust sources on the Chinese Loess Plateau using heavy minerals

Dr Thomas Stevens, Dr Andrew Carter (Earth-Sciences, Birkbeck)
Topic 2:    An annually resolved climate record for MIS 11: Investigating climate forcing during the closest Holocene analogue       Dr. Ian Candy, Dr. Adrian Palmer

Topic 3:     Ubiquity Analysis of Fossil Beetle Assemblages: A Means of Improving MCR Estimates?   Professor Scott Elias, Dr.  Simon Blockley
Topic 4:    Luminescence dating of Neolithic hearths in the Sahara desert   Dr Simon Armitage
Topic 5:    Investigating Late Holocene flood response to changing land-use and climate
Dr. Varyl Thorndycraft, Dr. Simon Armitage, Dr. Ian Matthews
Topic 6:    Impact of climate variability and land-use change on ecosystem services in semi-arid West Pokot, Kenya       Dr. Jay Mistry, Dr. Duncan McGregor, Dr. Donald Thompson
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